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Steering changes at the club |

This retreat
has broad
appeal, writes

Stephen
Crafti.

THE RACV Country Club in
Healesville was always a
popular destination for
RACV members. Virtually
untouched since the early
1970s, the building’s
impressive views of the
Dandenong Ranges were
sufficient to atiract visitors.
Its raked ceilings and stone
fireplaces provided a
touchstone for members
keen to escape the city,

“The views are still as
captivating but the facilities
needed upgrading. The 40

t ronms were quite cell-
ike and meagre by today's
standards,” says Architect
Tony Battershy, a director
of 5/B Architects, which
managed the development.

Originally ed by the
Demaine Partnership in
1972, the club's sentimental
value among its members
guided the architects to
integrate the past and the
present. "Colin Jordan [RACV
chief executive] is a visionary.
He wanted us to create the
most outstanding club of its
kind in the region. But he was
thinking of world standard,”
says Battershy, whose brief
included new kitchen
facilities, conference ronms,
guest rooms, a pro golf shop,
an indoor swimming pool,
gymnasium and wel 5
cenire,

SIB Architects + Interiors
{headed by interior designer
Andrew Parr) took the initlal
cue from the majestic trees
mundh:%mrduh Like
Hm‘:;mks of the established
eucalypts, with varying
shades of coloured bark, the
palette for the new buil
extends trol;-;}r:“hn:k and dar]
bronze to cha 2.
Timbers, 5tuin.e§il¥:clt. offset
the Coldstream stone facade.

However, the most
distinctive architectural
feature are 24 “totems”,
varying in height from four 1o
12 metres, they are clad in
perforated aluminium and
anchored on charcoal

colouned blockwork.
“We wanted to create an
architectural landmark but
we also wanted (o create a
f;#‘;:mmmrr th: in the
, something that
:utddc:f:wn from ag
distance,” says Battersby.,
Interior designer Andrew
uLmiE: palerte of
colours for the interiors,
expressed in the blackwood
and limestone lobby and the
subtle earthy tones used for
the lounge. While the lounge

retains a clubby 1970s
ambience, new stone
fireplaces have been added,
as well as more subtle
lighting. Joinery, containing
wine lays, adds to the
warmth of the interior.

“We didn't want to lose
the innate essence of the
lounge. But we wanted to
Cieatea EI]I'ﬂEmPDI‘aIY as
‘well as comfortable
environment,” says
Bartershy.

The guest bedrooms,

sproad over two wings, were
so designed with comfort

in mind. Blackwood joinery,
together with olive leather
bedheads combine with
thoughtful lighting,
including vanities backlit
to create & soft glow

As well s a championship
golf course, designed by
international golf pro Mike
Clayton, the RACV club
includes a 3000-square-
metre forecourt.

Used for RACV car club

TRUGANINA

Prime industrial parcel
A PARCEL of industriad kand in Mel-
Dourme's fst-growing wast will go
windar the hammer on Thursday, June
16 at 12pm, Lot 2 Paimess Road,
Truganing, is being, maneted by Cali-
e |memational's Tony lulana,
Nathan Bingham and Chiis Jones,
and is expected to sall for $10 mil- &
lian to $12 miltion. The 24,3-hectare:
englobo sie i being sold wih
apparal in place for a 45-iat subdivi-
sion. ILis zoned Urban Growth Zans -
Schedule 2 (UGZ2) under the Wynd-
ham City Council planming schame,
affaring fexble develapment options
With & sanang incustrial and commer-
ciasl focus:

TOORAN

Retail property sold s
FITZROVS has auctionad & conlem
parary retall investment propary in
Tonewk for $726,000. Shap &,

521 Toorak Road, sokd on a yield of
5.5 par cent. Fiteoys agants Chis
Kombl and Charies Emenett handled
the campaign on befalf of vendor
Fedels Holdings. The property i
|masad for seven yeam to estehbiished
tenant Mal Bradiay Heir Salon, with
& option for Seven mone years, and
& redlrming $40,304.62 a year. plus
autgoings and GST. i has a fromage
of 7.7 metres and a budding area of
B2 square metres.

Police station to open
APM Group has just completed the
§7 million Kyneton palice station,
which apens this week, The original
1%ih-oentury bulldings, parts of
which fawe been rtained, were bisit
in 1861 and once held Mad Hally,

The station, designed by
architects HBOHEMTEL includes
B0 unoerground stamwater tank far
toflet Mushing and imigatian and salar
{Eas-boasted hot wates systems.

The 24-hour station will atso
house a criminal imestigation unit,
Krangpon management unit and a
sevsal offences chikd-abuse unit

rallies, it was also designed
for food and wine festivals. |

Kon Dimopoulos’s s¢
Blue Tree in a Red La
in the forecourt acts as
meeting point for food, wine
and car enthusiasts,

The RACV club, which has
been entered into the ALA
[Victorian Chapter) Awards,

T,
scape,

Isnt glitzy or avani-garde.
More importantly, it is fine
contemporary architecture
that engages a broad cross-

section of mombers. |

3B2-394 Brungwick Strent

Two Fitszy properties about to hit market

Two properties in prime
on Brunswick and

Smith streets in Fitzroy are
set to hit the market through
Colliers International this
week.

A block of four retall
shops at 382-394 Brunswick

Streetl on a combined site
area of more than 1411 sqm
is for sale for the first time in
more than 40 years in an
expressions of interest (EOD)
campaign, The portfolio is
tipped to fetch more than
512 million f sald as a whale,

or from $3 million each if
sold as individual properties.
The other property, at 237
Smith Street, is a retail and
affice building that is
available at an asking price
of $3.8 million.

Mant Stagg and feremy

Gruzewski are the agents for
Brunswick Street, while Mr
Stagg is alsohandling Smith
Street with colleague Ted
Dwyer. The Brunswick EOI
closes on June 30 at 5pm, and
the Smith Street private sale
ends on June 30 at Spmm.

TULLAMARINE

Reserve price topped
AN INDUSTRIAL proparty a1 14 Alled
Crivit, Tullamarine, has been sold at
auction by (CR Property Group foe
$1,030.000, well above the resene
price. The property, near Malbourme
Alrpart, compirises & fully air-
conditianed office, & traming mom
and a lofty clear-span warehouse
Improvements include tmed glass
office wintdows, & sontrete-sealed
warehouse Moot a car hoist and full
landscaping. Total bufding ama is
T20 sgisam metrss,

| Freehold sells for $1m

FITZROYS has sold @ freshold
proparty an the popular shapping
strip at Church Street, Brghton, The
site, sold with vacant possession, is
near the comer of Male Street. A final
price of just over $1 milion was
achieved after two bidders pushed
the price over $950,0000. The
Z32-sguarne-matre s has a fve- o

| matre frontaga to Church Street and

wehicle access athe rear,
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